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Chris Thompson:  Director’s Report   
I hope all of you had an enjoyable summer. For me, that is when I do a 

fair amount model railroading with the weather being hot. Cooler 

temps are on the horizon and more opportunities for outdoor 

activities await. I attended the NMRA National Convention in Novi, 

Michigan in July. The team there tried some new things, and I thought 

it was a great event. There are a lot of large layouts in the Midwest 

where most houses have basements that are asking to be filled with a 

railroad. There is a lot of great railroad history in the Detroit area, so 

there were abundant opportunities for extra fare tours. 

 

The PSR Convention was another great event located in Irvine and hosted by the Cajon 

Division. There were some good clinics and some nice models in the contest room. I was 

able to participate in an op session while I was there and go on a tour of the Southern 

California Railroad Museum. The museum has a lot of equipment to see, so go if you get a 

chance. The Hobo Auction is always a great time, and I came home with a bag full of train 

stuff. 

 

Speaking of PSR conventions, in 2027 it will be the Arizona Division’s turn to host the PSR. 

The Executive Committee is already working on it and has decided that we will hold it in 

the Phoenix area. We will need all hands-on deck to make this a successful event, so if 

you are willing to join the convention committee, please let me or Paul know. We are going 

to be finding a facility soon, then we can start planning all the fun activities we want to 

have. You can always send us an email via the Division website on the Leadership tab to 

reach out.  

 

Our next in-person meet is October 18, in Scottsdale, I hope to see you all there. We have 

clinics lined up and will have lunch brought in as usual. If you have a model you would like 

to show you can bring it and enter it in the contest room. If you don’t want to be in the 

contest you can also bring something for display only so others can see your work. I 

always like seeing how other people do their weathering or add detail to their models 

because I learn something in the process. Of course, you can always have an AP 

evaluation done at the meet if you are working on a certificate. 

 

See you down the tracks! 

Chris Thompson 

Arizona Division Director 
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AZ Division NMRA calendar 

Date Time Event Location Registration 

10/18/25 9 AM - 4 PM AZ Division Fall Meet Scottsdale At Meet 

11/8/25 9 AM- 1 PM AZRHS Swap Meet Glendale At Event 

11/9/25 10 AM – 2 PM Model Trains Swap Meet 

Tucson 

(Gadsden) At Event 

11/15 & 

11/16/25 9 AM – 4 PM Cactus Crawl Statewide None 

11/15/25 10 AM - Noon 3rd Saturday Zoom Meet OnLine None 

11/17/25 7 PM – 8 PM AZ Division Executive Advisory OnLine None 

12/20/25 10 AM - Noon 3rd Saturday Zoom Meet OnLine None 

12/15/25 7 PM – 8 PM AZ Division Executive Advisory OnLine None 

7/27/26-

8/2/26 All Day NMRA National Convention Chattanooga, TN nmra2026.com 

9/9/26 – 

9/13/26 All Day PSR Convention San Diego  

     

     

  For more information on events see AZ Div website 

  https://www.azdiv-nmra.org/index.php/calendar  

 

 

Upcoming Cactus Crawl Self-Guided Model Railroad Tour 

The Arizona Division of the National Model Railroad 

Association invites everyone to come and enjoy 

"CACTUS CRAWL” a Four-City Open House Self-

Guided Model Tour Sat. & Sun. November 15 & 16. 

It's a FAMILY EVENT open to the public and most of 

all it’s FREE! Watch lots of trains running through 

towns, on bridges crossing rivers, through tunnels, 

on beautiful home model railroad layouts, garden layouts, and large club layouts in all scales. 

The tour takes place simultaneously in and around Tucson, Phoenix, Prescott and Flagstaff. 

Tour Layouts welcome visitors either mornings from 9:00am - 12:00pm or afternoons between 

1:00pm-4:00pm on one or both days.  More information is available on the NMRA Arizona 

Division web site. 
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Fun with Layout Operations 
By Bob Ginger 

 

Looking to have some addiAonal fun and meet new people through model railroading?  Well 

then keep your eyeballs rolling through this first arAcle in a series about operaAons on several 

great model railroad layouts in the Phoenix area.  I realize the topic of model railroad 

operaAons generates a mixed bag of excitement, trepidaAon, and adventure.  The whole idea 

though is more FUN! 

 

So, what does this four syllable word “operaAons” mean, and what is it really all about?  Like so 

many syllables, there are many approaches to operaAons.  In the basic sense, operaAons 

means moving trains across a layout.  That could mean anything from simply running a 

passenger train around the layout stopping at staAons along the way to head banging car 

switching puzzles to keep your brain sharp.  And there is a whole lot in between to have fun 

with on your terms. 

 

Hopefully this arAcle helps you feel comfortable with operaAons and learn operaAonal basics 

of some local layouts at your leisure before ever visiAng. This new understanding should also 

help you to create your own layout operaAons plan for you, or you and your friends to enjoy. 

 

In this arAcle series I will introduce you to five Phoenix layouts owners and their layouts.  Then 

we will explore examples of operaAons, applicable paperwork, and how operaAng sessions 

unfold. My hope is that you will gain further interest or develop a new interest in model 

railroad operaAons and in the process meet some new folks to interact and have fun with.   

 

Okay, let’s first get started with introducAons to the five guys and their layouts:  

Jim Spice,  Mesa, AZ  

email: coptercptn@gmail.com 

Denver and Cat Canyon Western 

David Doiron,  Tempe, AZ 

email: ddoiron@cox.net 

Southern Pacific / Lost Dutchman 

Bill Sommerfield,  Phoenix, AZ 

email: sommerfield@cox.net 

Gasconade, Meramec & Southern 

Bob Ginger,  Phoenix, AZ 

email: bginger@gmail.com 

Pepper Valley Division 

Rick Watson,  Tempe, AZ 

email: spladivision@gmail.com) 

Southern Pacific Exeter Branch 

 

AddiAonal informaAon on these layouts is also available on the DesertOps-Arizona web site at 

hKps://azdesertops.com/layouts/ 
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Jim Spice: Denver and Cat Canyon Western  

Jim’s Denver and Cat Canyon Western layout is 

located in a separate outbuilding in his backyard.  

It began life approximately 15’ x 25’ but the 

recent addiAon of two new towns required 

expanding the building footprint.  AddiAonally, 

there is now space for a crew area to hang out in 

the building’s addiAon. 

 

The Denver & Cat Canyon Western model 

railroad is a freelanced Sn3 scale depicAng life 

(as Jim sees it) in the early 20th century. 

Although not specific to any parAcular railroad, it does follow the narrow-gauge railroads that 

operated in the Colorado and New Mexico region of our country in what was referred to as the 

area’s “Narrow Gauge Circle.” The Denver & Cat Canyon Western model railroad is based on 

western narrow-gauge logging and mining railroads in the Rocky Mountains during the 1940-

50’s.  

 

Jim hosts operaAons on his layout for the San Tan Guys, local model railroad events, and on 

request.  Sessions typically comprise 4-5 single or two person crews. OperaAng sessions last 

about three hours with a snack break in the crew lounge midway through the session. 

 

Bill Sommerfield: Gasconade, Meramec & 

Southern 

Bill’s Gasconade, Meramec & Southern (GM&S) 

layout occupies a 15’x20’ room with walk-in 

aisles.  

 

The GM&S simulates rail transportaAon 

operaAons to a few modest-sized, freelance 

communiAes and lead/zinc mining operaAons in 

the SE porAon of Missouri, the eastern Ozark 

Highlands during the summer of 1950.  This area 

is known as "The Lead Belt.”   

 

The Saint Louis - San Franciso Railway Company is the key transportaAon player in this area, 

and although the 3’ gauge Mississippi River & Bonne Terre is long gone from The Lead Belt, the 

Gasconade, Meramec & Southern lives on.  The transfer of freight between the two railroads in 

South Monroe is a key feature of the layout. 
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The Frisco’s Cherry Valley branch extends southward from the main line in Cuba, MO to 

Monroe, MO in Reynolds County.  Three days per week, the Frisco’s Monroe-Turn with one of 

the Frisco’s spanking new GP7’s on the headend delivers a string of mixed freight to 

Monroe.  The crew receives local car movement requests and waybills for those cars ready for 

pick-up from the agent at the joint-use Monroe depot.  The crew spots incoming cars, gathers 

up outgoing cars and completes any local moves.  When the crew has the northward return 

train ready to depart for Cuba, they usually are nearly “dead on the clock" and will await arrival 

of the replacement crew. 

 

Bill typically hosts six operaAng sessions per quarter with each session lasAng about 3-1/2 

hours. The sessions are held on various weekday evenings and a couple on Saturday 

aOernoons.  The weekday evening sessions start at 7:00 pm with a snack break midway 

through and wrapping up around 10:30 pm.  Saturday aOernoon sessions begin at 1:00 pm 

with a snack break midway through, usually wrapping up by 5:00 pm.  There are three jobs on 

the layout, each handled by single person crews. 

 

Rick Watson: Southern Pacific Exeter Branch 

Ricks’ Exeter branch occupies two rooms in his 

basement.  The main part of the layout is 18x19’ 

and the layout secAon in the second room is 

11’x13’.   

 

The railroad services industries in the San 

Joaquin Valley in California. Many of the 

industries served are packing houses that ship 

produce across the country. Mixed freight from 

lumber yards, building material suppliers, oil and 

oil fields, processors of almonds and texAles, and 

industries supporAng the farming community are 

also handled by Bakersfield and Fresno trains. 

 

Rick typically hosts seven to nine operaAng sessions per quarter.  The sessions are on Tuesday 

evenings and Wednesday and Saturday mornings.  Evening sessions start at 7:00 pm and last 

about 3-1/2 hours with a snack break midway through.  Morning sessions start at 10:00 am, 

break for lunch around noon and usually wrap up by about 3:30 pm.  There are five jobs on the 

Exter Branch.  Jobs are typically staffed by one person crews but there is space for two person 

crews.   
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David Doiron: Southern Pacific / Lost Dutchman 

The two different railroads are depicted 

with an interchange at Tempe AZ in a 

“could have been” alternate history. It is 

August 1967, and coKon, citrus, and 

copper reign. 

 

The layout is a half mile south of the 

actual Southern Pacific line between 

Phoenix and Chandler. Modeled 

locaAons include Tovrea, Tempe, Normal, 

Mesa, and Chandler, with staging 

represenAng Phoenix and Tucson. Tempe 

actually had 3 branches: the Kyrene, 

Terrace, and Creamery branches. In the modeled alternate history, the SP spun off the 

branches as well as the Tempe engine facility to the Lost Dutchman RR. 

 

The Lost Dutchman is a bridge line / tourist railroad owned by an eccentric Cajun billionaire 

with minority interest held by both the Southern Pacific and the Great Northern. The branches 

have been raAonalized and freight traffic further developed so that the line is self-supporAng. 

The tourist operaAon is the special interest of the Cajun. As a result, a significant amount of 

“heritage” equipment is preserved and operated. Steam engines from a handful of roads are 

kept at the Tempe roundhouse and there are historic freight and passenger car paint schemes 

in service as well. 

 

Thirteen jobs are available on the Lost Dutchman.  Each job can be done as either single or two 

person crews.  The two yard jobs are in Tempe and Mesa.  Each job is described on a page of 

detailed instrucAons.  Car movements are tracked using car cards and four-sided waybills. 

OperaAng sessions typically last about 3-1/2 hours with a snack break midway through.  Dave’s 

wife Diane makes fantasAc fruit cobblers that crews always look forward to enjoying. 
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Bob Ginger: Pepper Valley Division 

Bob’s Pepper Valley Division layout is a walk-in ‘L’ 

shape measuring 9’-6” x 7’-6”.  Operators can walk 

around most of the layout making it easy for 

everyone to interact with each other. 

 

Trains move over the Pepper Valley division 

through the towns of Pepper Valley, Bellows Falls, 

Roseville, Coyote Springs, and Silver Lake. The 

division’s engine service and fueling faciliAes are 

based in Pepper Valley.  Eight local Pepper Valley 

rail served industries, a team track, and RIP track 

provide lots of switching acAon.  

 

Roseville is home to a freight yard, car shops, reefer icing facility, and several local industries.  

Roseville operators are kept busy switching cars to industries, seUng out cars from incoming 

trains and building trains desAned for the other towns. 

 

Coyote Springs hosts the area’s largest passenger staAon.  Mooney’s Plumbing Supply is the 

single industry served in Coyote Springs. Bellows Falls, situated in the higher mountain 

elevaAons, is home to the Crown King Mine, Shaw’s Grist Mill, Whispering Oaks Ranch, Herb’s 

General Store, and a small passenger staAon. Raw agricultural and mining commodiAes 

originate from Bellows Falls.   

 

The valley town furthest down the Spring River is Silver Lake along with its namesake body of 

water Silver Lake is a popular recreaAonal spot for swimmers, fishermen, and lovers.  Trains 

service several industries and team tracks in Silver Lake.  

 

Bob hosts two to four operaAng sessions per quarter.  Most sessions start at 11:45 am with 

lunch for the crew followed by layout operaAon once everyone has their share of viKles. The 

operaAng sessions run for 2-1/2 to 3-1/2 hours with a dessert break midway through.  There 

are four jobs available on the Pepper Valley division.  The Roseville Yard and Pepper Valley jobs 

can be staffed by either single or two person crews while one person crews typically manage 

Silver Lake and Bellows Falls. 

 

This wraps up the first installment of this Layout OperaAons series.  Next Ame we will explore 

controlling trains on the layout as well as the work those trains perform. 
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Station Postings 

 

 
 

  

  

Next AZ Division Meet 

Autumn Meet will be on October 18, 2025, in Scottsdale  

Scottsdale Congregational United Church of Christ 
4425 N. Granite Reef Road 

Scottsdale, AZ  85251 

9:00am to 4:00pm 
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Arizona Division Leadership Roster 

Contact leadership team through this link: 

https://azdiv-nmra.org/index.php/leadership 

Director    Chris Thompson   

Superintendent   Paul Buhrke   

Chief Clerk & Paymaster John Mick    

Achievement Program  Bruce Petrarca  

Contest Chair   Dan Zintz   

Membership Chair  Paul Buhrke  

Election Chair   Chris Thompson   

Operations Chair  Rick Watson    

Legacy Committee Chair Jim Dennis    

Spur Line Editor   Bob Ginger   

Webmaster   Marshall Wales  

__________________________________________________________  

 

“The “SPUR LINE” is the oIicial publication of the Arizona Division, Pacific Southwest 

Region, National Model Railroad Association (NMRA), and is published three times a year 

in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY: Except for oIicial reports, all opinions are those of the authors, and do 

not necessarily represent those of the Arizona Division or its parent organizations. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: Contributions of articles on any railroad or model railroading topic of 

interest to the membership are welcome. There is no compensation, but published 

articles can be credited to the NMRA Author Achievement Certificate. If you are interested 

in submitting articles, event information, or other information of interest to the members 

of the Division, please follow these guidelines: 

 

1. Preferred method is by email to the Spur Line editor with the submission attached as a 

word text document. 

 

2. Keep in mind that submissions may be edited for length or formatting, or not used, at 

the discretion of the editor. 

 

3. Submission deadlines for publication are: December 1st., April 1st. and July 1st.” 


